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For the Gospel Advocate. 

Jounv. 28. Marvel not at this ; for the 
hour is coming in, the which all tbat are in 
their graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth ; they that have done good unto 
the resurrection of life, and*they that have 
done evil to the resurrection of damnation. 

‘This is a part of a parable spoken before 
a multitude of the Jews at a_ feast of theirs 
in Jerusalem. For without a parable spake 
he not unto them. : : 

Jesus Christ by a word spoken had heal- 
ed on the sabbath day an imperfect man, at 
which the Jews were angry and marveled. 
Bet Christ resereth the Jews to the exam- 
ple of his Father, and saith that He will 
shew him greater works than these, that ye 
may marvel. For as the Father raiseth nN 
the dead and quickeneth them; even so the 
Son quickeneth whom he will. Here it be- 
comes necessary to understand what the 
subject is upon; and what in scripture lan- 
guage is meant by the quickening : of which 
we may be informed in Ephesians ii. 1—5. 
And you hath he quickened who were dead 
in trespasses and sins. Put God who is 
rich in mercy for his great love wherewith 
he loved us, even when we were dead in sin 
hath quickened us together with Christ.— 
And also in Colossians, ii. 13. And you 
being dead in your sins, and the uncircum- 
cision of your flesh hath he quickened to- 
gether with him, having forgiven you all 
trespasses. No more need be quoted to 
show that the quickening so often mention- 
ed in scripture, is. the raising to life, from a 
death of trespasses and sins or carnal mind- 
edness to a spiritual life and unisch with 
Christ who is the resurrection. This appears 
evidently to be the meaning by the 24th v. 
in the parable that we have under examin- 
ation. Verily, verily, I say unto you, he 
that heareth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation, but is 
passed from death unto life. By which it 
appears that the hearing and believing,was 
the passing from that death refered to in the 
parable to a-resurrection of life in Christ. 
And continuing to raise their admiration, 
saith, Verily, verily, I say unto you the hour 
is coming, and now is, when the dead shall 


hear the voice of the Son of God, and they” 


that hear shall live. 

For as the Father hath life in himself, so 
hath he given to the Son to have life in him- 
self, I think that all will allow, that our Sa- 
viour is in this passage speaking of a spirit- 
ual life. " 

And withceit any doubt our Saviour’s in- 
structions are -deliyered in sufficient plain- 
ness to be understood by every honest in- 
quirer—therefore conclude that he would 
neither drop nor change his metaphor, with- 
out giving us timely notice ; and his not hav- 
ing given such notice or any intimation of 
it, L understand him as yet speaking ofa 
resurrection from that death which is the 
consequence of siu, and a quickening to a 
life of new obedience in Christ Jesus—for 
he that is quickened to a life in Christ is in 
the resurrection ; and in v. 28 and 29, he 
is setting forth the universality of the com- 
munication of that life, saying, Marvel not 
at this: for the hour is coming, in the which 


all that are in their graves shall hear his, ' 


voice, and shall come forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life,and 
they that have done evil, unto the resurrec- 
tion of damnation. Here, it appears, that 
our Saviour adverted to the prophet Eze- 
kiel, who had typified him and was called 
Son of man. Behold, O my people, I will 
open your graves, and cause you to come 
up out of your graves, and bring you into 
the Land of Israel. And ye shall know 
that 1 am the Lord when I have opened 
your graves, © my people, and bro’t you 
out of your graves, and shall put my spirit 
in yeu, and ye shall live, And inv. 23, 
the Lord by his prophet saith—I will save 
them out of their dwelling places wherein 
ithey have sinned, and will cleanse them : 
|so shall they be my people, and I will be 
their-God—and 25, aad my servant David 
shall be their prince forever. 

We will now consider the words—they 
that have done good, to the resurrection of 
life, and they that have done evil, to the re= 
surrection of damnation. If we essay to 
understand these words literally—they that 
have done good (and no evil) there is but 
one only that ever hath, or ever will, arise 
from the dead. But granting (as the cas@ 
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may be) that we have done botlr good and 
evil, Unto what resurrection shall we a- 
rise ? But if we will take the case as em- 
blematically set forth in the 25th of Matt. 
by the Ten Virgins, who all slumbered and 
slept: And at midnight when, there was 
ncither lamp trimmed or burning, there was 
a cry made behold the bridegroom cometh ; 


—And they that by faith in him were rea- 


dy, went in and the door of the law was 
shut forever against them that had done e- 
vil: Who indeed must have awoke and 
rose up in a state of damnation, being con- 
demned of themselves. But neither scrip- 
ture or experience teaches us, that such a 
state is endless. For who that hath ever 
been quickened to a spiryual resurrection of 
life in Christ, but what awoke ard rose up 
To, or in, a state of condemnation; and 
must depend on Christ as our only remain- 
ing door of hope ? S. M. ROSE. 
To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 
SIR—In your Advocate of the 24th ult. 
you contrasted the characters of Jacob and 
Esau, and the result was, that Jacob’s was, 
on the whole very bad, and Esau’s very 
good. You also implicated Rebecca’s char- 
acter. But had you paid a little more at- 
tention to your subject, your conclusions 
would, in my humble opinion, been very 
different, unless you are disposed to con- 
tend that Jehovah was also partial and un- 
just, as He approved of the whole transac- 
tion, which I most sincerely hope you are 
not. Did not the God of heaven hear and 
grant the prayer of Rebecca, and was she 


‘not highly favored of Him and did he not 


say, “ Jacob have I loved, but Esau have | 
hated ?” You say, “ The blessing was ob- 
tained by the most consummate deception 
and falsehood.” Should I admit your bold 
assertions to be trne, did the conduct of , E- 
sau bear the least resemblance of the char- 
acter and conduct of. a christian? Was he 
not a murderer in the sight of God? for he 
said that he would ‘ slay his brother Jacob.’ 
You say that, “ Jacob made Fsau’s extreme 
necessity an opportunity to obtain the birth- 
right. He obtained it fora mess of pot- 
tage.” One would be induced to believe, 
from what you bave said and so frequently 
urged in extenuation of Esaw’s crime for 
selling his birth right for a mess of pottage, 
that he was about to expire with hunger, 
the truth of which F-very much doubt, not- 
withstanding we have his own word for it. 
Can any reasenable reflecting person be- 
lieve, that Esau was at the point t» die for 
the want of some refreshment. We have 
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no account that he labored more hours on 
that day than he had on other days, or that 
he had not made on that ever memorable 
morning, as good a breakfast as usval.— 
And why did not Esau make his pious pa- 
rents acquainted with his wants? Was 
there not bread enough in his father’s he use 
and to spare; Most unquestionably there 
was, and would they not most cheerfully 
satisfied his wants, had he, made the appli- 
cation. But no, he must apply to Jacob 
for refreshment, in order to get rid of his 
birth-right, which the scriptures inform us 
he despised 3 and Jacob knowing that Esau 
lightly esteemed his birth-right, proposed to 
him to exchange his red pottage for it, to 
which heassented. ‘Then Jacob gave Esau 
‘bread and pottage of lentiles; and he did 
eat and drink, and rose up, and went his 
way. Thus Esau despised his birth-right, 
Gen. xxv. 34. ea 
Permit me, Sir, to cite a few verses from 
Paul's Epistle to the Hebrews, 12th chap. 
beginning at the 14th ver. “ Follow peace 
with all men, and holiness, without whicli 
no man shall see the Lord: Looking dili- 
gently, lest any man fail of the grace of 
God; lest any root of bitterness springing 
up trouble you, and thereby many be: defil- 
ed: Lest there be any fornicator, or pro- 
fane person, as Esau, who for one morsel 
of meat sold his birth-right. For ye know 
how that afterwards, when he would have 
inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for 
he found no place of repentance, though he 
sought it carefully with tears.” Yes, Esau 
repented and so did Judas Iscariot, but their 
repentance was deferred too lone. God 
looks at the hearts of the children of moo, 
he knows all their thoughts and inte ntions, 
and should their conduct meet the approba- 
tion of good meh, if their motives are not 
right in his sight, they must stand condem- 
ved before him. To me it is evident, that 
Jacob was as great a favorite of God as Da- 
vid was. ‘the following are some of the 
evidences which has induced me to belicve 
so. And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder 
set upon the earth, and the top of it reached 
to heaven; and behold, the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon it. And, 
behold the Lord stood above it, and said, 
Jam the Lord God of Abraham thy father, 
and the God of isase: the laud whereon 
thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
seed, and thy seed shall be as the dust of 
ithe earth; and thou shall spread abroad to 
the west, and to the east, and to the no:th, 
and to the south: and in thee, and in’ thy 
seed, shall the families of the earth be v.es- 
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sed: And, behold I am with thee, and will 


keep thee in all places whither thou goest, 
and will bring thee again into this land 5 for 
1 will not leave thee, until I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of. And Ja- 
cob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, 
surely the Lord is .n this place, and L knew 
it not. And he was afraid, and said, Mow 
dreadful is this place! this is none other 


but the house of God, and this is the gate of 


heaven. Gen. xxviii. 12—17. Wenowsee 
by the light of divine revelation, that Jacob 
was 4 favorite of the most High, and from 
whom the Shilow came. 

You say much of the “noble and com- 
mendable disposition of Esau, exhibited in 
his meeting with his brother Jacob, &c.”’ to 
which I most cheerfully subscribe. But rer 
member, Sir, that Jehovah the God of hea- 
ven promised to be with, keep and protect 
Jacob his servant. How did God protect 
his servant Daniel, when he was cast into 
the den of lions? I answer, by shutting 
thei: mouths. see Daniel, vi. 22. So God 
for wise and important purposes changed 
the designs of Esau, who had said in the 


wickedness of his heart, “1 will slay my. 


brother Jacob.” [sau coming with 400 
men to meet Jacob, is enough to convince 
almost any unprejudiced mind, that he in- 
tended to slay him, which he said he would 
do about 20 years before. But “ Ele who 
worketh all things after the counsel of his 
own will” was with his servant Jacob, and 
protected him by the exercise of his divine 
power. Jacob was one of God’s elect.— 
For the children (Jacob and Esau) being 
not yet born, neither having done any good 
or evil, that the purpose of God according 
to election might stand, not of works, but 
of him that calleth. It was said unto her, 
(Rebecca) The elder shall serve the young- 
er. Asit is written, Jacob have I loved, 
but Esau have I hated. What shall we say 
then? Is there unrighteousness with God? 
God forbid. For he saith to Moses, I will 
have mercy on whom! will have mercy, and 
I will have compassion oa whom I will have 
compassion. Rom. xix. 11-15. For the 
scriptures saith unto Pharaoh, even for this 
same purpose have I raised thee up, that I 





might make known the riches of his. glory 
on the vessels of mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto glory. ver. 21—24. Esaias 
also crieth concerning Israel, Though the 
nuinber of the children of Israel be as the 
sands of the sea, a remnant shall be saved. 
ver. 27. 

I hope you will pardon me, Sir, for ex- 
tending my ‘quotations to so great length, 
when I inform you that I had two impor- 
tant objects in view, one was to show you 
and your readers that your views of the 
characters and motives of Jacob and Esau 
were erroneous. ‘The other was to show, 
that divine revelation teacketh us, that there 
are two classes oi people in our world, viz. 
righteous and wicked, the one shall be sav- 
ed and the other shall be damned. Permit 
me in love to request you in the fear of God, 
to“take heed unto thyself, and unto thy 
doctrine’”—And may your fear be of the 
same kind that Jacob’s was. Do you not 
think, Sir, your views of this subject tend to 
promote infidelity. / 

I am, &c. 
One of your Readers. 





Mr. James Fenn, of Schenectady, ( N. Y.) 
formerly a Baptist preacher in Eng- 
land, but nowa belevcr in Universal 
Salvation, reasons as follows, on 
THE ATTRIBUTES OF DiITY. 
All will admit that the Being who created 

allthings, and governs all things, must be 

infinitely wise, powerful and good ; that all 
his other attributes harmenize with aud cen- 
tre in these. His wisdom planned all things, 
his power brought all things into being, his 
love and goodness direct all things ; noth- 
ing, therefore, can exist, but what must hare 
monize with these attributes of Deity. Of 
course all discord, sin and misery must come 
toan end, that God’s wisdom, power and 
goodness may harmonize in all his works, 
and prove God to be infinitely wise and 
cood to all his creatures. Should any of 

God’s creatures be eternally miserable, it 

would show .a want of wisdom in the Crea- 

tor not to foresee it ; or,if foreseen, a want 
of love not to prevent it, or a want of power 
or will to make his creatures happy. We 


might shew my power in thee, and that my ; may rest assured, God is infinitely perfect 
name might be declared throughout all the ; 


earth. ver, 17, Hath not the potter power : 


in all his attributes and in all his works,and 
of course he will seek the happiness of.all 


oyer the clay, of the same lump to make one j his creatures ; nor will he suffer everlasting 


vessel unto honor, and another unto dishon- | 
or. What if God, willing to shew his' 
wrath, and to make his power known, en- | 
dured with much long-suffering the vessels ’ 
ef wrath fitted to destruction ; “And that he; ed the infinite wisdom, power, and love of 


misery and discord ta remain in any part of 
his vast empire ; but, on the contrary, ho- 
liness, harmony, and love will pervade all 
the creation of God; in this will be display- 
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Almighty God to all his works ; all his 
creatures wili be brought to see the harmo- 
ny of their Maker’s attributes in their own 
eternal happiness ; all will be united to 
God, and will glorify him without end.— 
That this will be the final result of God's 
government, his infinite wisdom and good- 
ness must fully prove ; for if God is iphi- 
nitely good, wiuch none dare to deny, he 
cannot cunsistently with himsell, create be- 
ings that would experience more misery tan 
happiness. 2dly. if God is iniiiitely good, 
his goodness must be commensurate with 
his power and knowledge, then all beings 
that his powerhas produced, must be the 
objects of his care and goodness. ‘l'o prove 
any being destitute of that goodness, would 
prove the knowledge of God did not extend 
to that being. 3dly. ‘Lhere is as much pro 
priety in saying that God is infinite in ; o+- 
er, but dia not cieate ali things, as there is 
in sayiug God is infinite in goodness, yet 
buia part of his creatures will ever partake 
of it. 4thly. tf the Almighty possesses 
power sufficient to make all his creatures 
happy,and yet has no mind that they should 
be happy, then it could not bean act of 
goodness in God to create them, but an act 
oi cruelty. ‘Lhe oppesers of universal sal- 
vation are brought to this point, either to 
say, that God would have saved all men, 
but could vot 3 or, that he could have saved 
them, and would not; the conclusion,there- 
fore, trom this must be,that the power or the 
goodness of God must fail, or that all men 
will be saved. But, tobe more particular, 
let us attend to what the holy scriptures 
say on this subject of divine goodness to 
ma‘, especially as it relates to the attributes 
oi tove and goodness inthe Almighty. | 
We are told by the inspired apostle, St. 
John, that God is love ; not that he pos- 
sesses a degree of love that leads hiin tv act 
towards some of his creatures with kindness 
and to others the reverse of it, or, to some 
of his creatures to be kind at one time and 
unkind at another, but that God is love,love 
iv the abstract, his very nature is love.— 
John says, He that dwelleth in love, dwel- 


leth in God, and God in him, for God is* 


Jove, perfect love, unchangeable love, eter- 
nal love. That the Jove of God is thus 
perfect, I presume none will deny, or even 
call it in question. Ifthe love of God be 








course can never leave him in endless mise« 
ry and despair, but will do all that is con- 
sistent with his own nature to make man 
finally happy. God’s conduct towards men 
began in love—it progressed in love—it will 
continue ip love to alleternity. It may well 
be said, the Lord delighteth in mercy; trat 
his tender mercies are over all his work:s ; 
that he doth noi afict the children of men, 
willingly, but for their profit, thet they 
may be purtalcers of his holiness 3 that he 
retaincth not his anver for ever because he 
delighteth in mercy. ‘Thus we see God’s 
nature is love ; love governs his conduct 
tu wards all his creatures, at all times 3 nor 
can he, nor will he act on any other princi- 
ple than that of periect love to all his crea- 
tures ; nor is it possible then an iniiniteiy 
wise, powerful and good God, can. act oth- 
erwise 3 his nature leads him to pursue the 
great’st possivle good ; hus will tinally end 
in the restoration of ail tiungs, and the end- 
less happiness of ail mielligent nature. This 
must be the g eat odject divine love had in 
view, in creation, in his providence, and in 
redemption; for a being of infinite power, 
wisdom and love, can have nothing less in 
view than the final happiness of all his 
creatures. . 

The idea of eternal punishment for sin,or 
eternal damnition, is as inconsistent with 
the nature of God as it is with common 
sense, and the happiness of mankind ; itis 
a doctrine dishonorable to God, discouraging 
to man, and a contradiction to the divine at- 
tributes ; for infinite goodness and endless 
wrath can no more exist together, than light 
and darkness, or fire and water. ‘Lhe seif- 
existent and eternal God, who is infinite in 
power, wisdom and goodness, * who work- 
eth all things after the counsel of bis own 
will, who retaineth not his anger forever,be- 
cause he delighteth in mercy,” can never 
bring into existence and support im being, 
endless misery, a thing so opposed to his 
nature, and the greatest good of his crea- 
tures. 

But a further proof of God’s love,and that 
he has no mind to make man miserable, is 
seen in his wise and gracious scheme of re- 
demption by Jesus Christ, which redemp- 
tion embraces the whole human family and 
the reconciliation of all things to God. Col. 
1 19,20. If God appointed his Son to ran- 


thus perfect, it cannot be partial in its ob-| sum all the race of man, as Heb. ii. 9. 1 


ject, or changeable in its nature ; I con- 
clude, therefore, if God loved man when he 


Tim. ii. 6. If Christ is to reconcile all 
things to God, Cal. i. 19. If there is a deme 


first made him, and pronounced him to be| appointed for the restoration of things, 
very good, he must always love him—at all! Acts, iii. 21, then there will be no such 
thing as endless misery for any of God’s 


times, and under all circumsjances, and of | 
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creatures, but harmony, peace and joy will 
pervade the whole cniverse of God. This 
glorious scheme of redemption, of restoring 
al! mankind to happiness, is the most won- 
derful display of the wisdom,power and love 
of God, that can possibly be tho’t of. ‘This 
glorious attribute of divine goodness gov- 
erns the Almighty in his conduct to all his 
creatures, at all times ; nor can he, nor will 
he act on any other principle than that of 
perfect goodness to any of his creatures, el- 
ther inthe present or a future state. What- 
ever afflictions or sufferings God sends upon 


upon his creatures, are acts of mercy for! 
their good, nor is it possible that a wise and) 


rood Goll can act otherwise, for his nature 
must lead him to pursue the greatest possi- 
ble good. Surely this must afford every gen- 
erous heart, unspeakable pleasure, to view 
the extent of God’s mercy in the final hap- 
piness of all $ nor can such feel a wish that 
this doctrine should not prove true; a doc- 
trine, upon which depends, in some meas 
ure, the honor of God, and the happiness of 
a large portion of the human race. We 
farther read in the bospel of St. John, iit. 
35, “ The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hands ;” and chap. 
xiii. 3, Jesus “knew the Father had given 
all things into his hands;” that “ he came 
from God and went to God.” This favor- 
ite of the Father says, John vi. 37, 39— 
“ All that the Father giveth me shall come 
to me; aridhim that cometh to me, I willin 
no wise cast out, for I came down from hea- 


ven, not todo mine own will, but the will 


of him that sent me: and thisis the Father’s 
will which hath sent me, that all which he 
hath given me, I should lose nothing, but 
should raise it up again at the last day”— 
That is, at the last day the Mediator shall 
restore all things tothe Father. See Acts 
iii. 21. Eph. i. 10, and John xvii. 2. The 
Son says to the Father, “ As thou hast giv- 
en him power over all flesh, that he should 
give eternal life toas many as thon has giv- 
ernhim.” ‘Thus we see the Father has giv- 
en all things to the Son, that the Son will 
raise them all up atthe last day, and will 
give them eternal life, Thus “ was God in 
Christ, reconciling the world untoé himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them.” 
2 Car.v 19. “ For it pleased the E>tier, 
that in him should all fulness dwell,and ha- 
ving made peace through the blood of his 
cross, by him to reconcile all things to him- 
self; by him I say, whether they be things 
in earth or thines in heaven.” Col. i. 19, 
20. ‘Thus teaches the word of God ; this is 
the doctrine for which I plead; this is the 





! 
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gospel Christ commanded to be preached to 
every creature in all the world ; Mark xvi. 
16. ‘This plan of redemption that centers 
in the happiness of all men, procldims the 
infinite wisdom and love of God to all intel- 
ligent nature, and will end in the everlasting 
glory of the great Jehovah.— Univ. Mag. 





Extract, from an Address to professed 
Christians—-By John Campbell. 


Two natures in Christ ynfounded. 


Shall we be told, that Christ had two dis- 
tinct natures, and that when he spoke and 
acted so as possessed ‘of the human, this is 
no proof that he did not possess the divine 
also, and vice versa. I answer, that our 
first proposition is, “* That the christian re- 
ligion is wholly the subject of divine reve- 
lation.” Let the advocates of two natures 
then produce any one’ passage where this 
sentiment is expressed ; and then they may 
urce it upon us, but until they do this, we 
assert that it is no part of the christian _reli- 
gion. I would urge further, that the lan- 
guage of Jesus in which it is said his human 
nature only is meant, is so expressed,as ne- 
cessarily to exclude his possessing any prop- 
er deity of his own. I shall here instance 
two passages as a specimen ; “ I can (says 
he of my own self do nothing.” Whatever na- 
tures he might have possessed, surely must 
be included in the expression, “ my own 
self,” and when he asserts that could “ do 
nothing ;” how dare any one cgntradict 
him, and assert quite the contrary ? In Ist 
Cor. 15, 24,°28, we are told, that when the 
end cometh, then he shall deliver up the 
kingdom to God even the Father ;—that 
the Father had put all under his feet, but 
this expression manifestly excludes the sub« 
jection of the Father, who did put all under 
him, “ and when all things shall be subdu- 
ed to him, then shall the son also himself, 
be sulject unto him that put all things un- 
der him, that God may be ail in all.”— 
This is a passage that speaks for itself, and 
we earnestly entreat our opponents, to ccn- 
sider itattentively and see if they can re- 
concile it with the possession of any under- 
ived Deity by our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Will it be’ asserted, that although the 
expression of two natures is not to be found, 


yet words tothe same effect abound in scrip-' 


ture. I ask, where are these words to the 


same effect ? I ask further, can any man 
pretend that he can employ terms better fit- 
ted to express the idea intended than God 
himself? and if it would be presumption to 
assert this, why are they not satisfied, but 
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have recourse to terms not to be found in 
divine revelation ? | 
Were the unfounded supposition of two 





natures even admitted, could tiere be a| 


greater contradiction than what this admis- 


plicit language of scripture r Jesus declares, 
Matt. LL, 27.“ All things are delivered un- 
to me of my Father ;”’ but this admission 


necessarily teaches that all things were es-_ 


sentially, and unchangeably his own; and 
consequently could not be given him by a- 
ny one. He further declares, Matt. 28,10, 
* Ali power is given unto me, In heaven 
and on earth ;”’ but this supposition neces- 
sarily teaches, that none can give to him 
wio is unchangeably the Almighty. Paul 
asserts, Phil. 2,9, “* God hath highly exalt- 
ed him, and given him a name above every 
name ;” but this supposition directly con- 
tradicts him by asserting that he possessed 
his highest mame underived. Peter says, 
* Acts, 2, 36, “ Let all the house of Israel 
know assuredly, that God hath made this 
same Jesus whom ye have crucified, both 
Lord and Christ ; but the false supposi- 
tion asserts that he is infinitly and essen- 
tially Lord of universal nature. 

The scripture declares, that the Jews 
crucified Christ, that he died, was buried, 
and rose from the dead the third day ; but 
the supporters of this system cannot surely 
think that the Immortal God died: and 
thcrefore are reduced to the poor shift of 
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_are paid to bim ; while others they say, ei 
| cribe works to him which could.be pelionm. 
| ed by none but one who is Divine. 

Une general answer might be givén to 





the whole that has ever been advanced yn. 
sien would involve compared with the ex- 


der this head, taken from the grouna we 
have already gone over: If it be so Clearly 
stated as we have seen, that he received jis 
hie, and all that he possessed trom wis fg. 
ther, John 6, 57,—a name above every 
~name,—was highly exalted,—raised trom 
the dead by the givry of the Father ; then 
ty asscrl What our opponents auvauce is dy 
rictiy tO contiauict scripture: aud we 
reverence divine truth, we ought to beware 
vi allixmg a meaning to any passage wiuch 
would make one passage oppose another, — 
But let these passages be ¢xanumed, and 
they will be found to convey no such ideas, 

The first passage in importance auvance 
ed upon this subject is the iitruduction to 
John’s gospel. ‘This passage fas veen 
brought forward with more than ordinary 
cuntidence, because it has been alimost uui- 
versally explained as teaching a i rmity,by 
al! trinitarians, both learned aud unicarned; 
and also because Unitarians have retused 
to admit the authorised version as decisive 
evidence of its meaning, but have endeavor- 
ed to correct the translation of this passage, 
which, however common to persons ot all 
denominations on various subjects affords a 
ahandle, for exciting prejudices against 





them, among those who cannot, or wall not 


saying that it was only the humanity (which | attend to their reasons. ‘The passage tuns 


they sometimes cal! a veil which concealed | thus, John 1, 1, 


* In the beginning was 


him from vulgar eyes) that was crucified, | the word, and the word was with God, and 


but that which distinguishes him as his prop-| the, word was (God. 
er nature was incapable of suffering and, 


death. 
If then the assertion of two natures in 


| thing made, which was made. 


3, All thing were 
made by him, and without him was not any 
14, And 
the word was made flesh, and dwelt among 


Christ, is not expressed in scripture ;—if it us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
stands directly opposed to the language of theonly begotten of the Father,). full of 
Christ and his apostles; when they speak grace and truth.” 
either of his dignity and power, or of his! Here it has been taken for granted that 
humiliation and suflermgs ; ought not ev- | by the beginning is meant a period before 
ery one who reverences divine revelation | the creation of the world,—by the word is 
to reject it ? /meant: the second person in the Trinity, 
‘ i ; that by the things made by him, we must 
No passage of scripture when justly intcr+' yyderstand the heavens and the earth and 
' preted, can prove that Christ possesses all the host of them, and that by being made 
proper Deity. | flesh, we must understand his ‘taking upon 
The defenders of modern orthodoxy pro- him a human nature. But. it is easier to 
fess to found their doctrine upon particular | assert these things, than to establish them 
passages of scripture, some in the Old Tes-. by sufficient evidence. 
tament, and others in the New, in some of | We cannot surely have a better mode of 
them in which they assert, that he is called learning the subject upon which any writer 
God, in others they say that he has divine communicates his sentiments, than from his 
pericctions ascribed to hon, and in others own declaration, and John after relating the 
divine honors and supreme worship are miracles and discourscs, life and death of 
























Jesus, savs, John 20,30, “ And many oth- 
er signs tiuily did Jesus, in. the presence of 
his disciples, which are not written in this 
book 3 31, * But these are written, that ye 
mivht believe that Jesus is the Christ the 
son of God; and that believing, ye might 
have life through his name.” From this it 
appears that John wrote what respected the 
doings of Jesus in the presence of his dis- 
ciples. But the creation of the world was 
no part of these doings. 

E.very person knows that there are two 
creations spoken of in scripture, the first 
when God * created the heavens alone,and | 
spread abroad the earth by himself,” isa. 
44, 24, and the other, when he ‘ creates 
men anew in Christ Jesus unto good works.” 
The old ‘Testament gives us the account of ; 
the former, and contains predictions of the 
latter ; but the new Testainent dwells upon 
the latter, and illustrates it, in all its vari- 
ous bearings. 

In the passage before us it is evidently 
the subject of the apostle. Hence it is 
said, “ In him was life and the life was the! 
light of men.” “ He enlighteneth every ; 
man, coming into the world.” &c.John 17, 
2, 3. ' 

Those who quote the first verse to prove 
a Trinity have surely never considered the 
expressions in it. “In the beginning was 
the word.” This they say, means that Christ 
existed from eternity. ‘ And the word was 
with God,” this means, say they, that the 
second person of the ‘Trinity was with the 
first. ‘ And the word was God,” this they 
add proves that the second persoa possess- 
edtrue and proper Deity. | 

But is this a consistent explanation ? Ii 
the word means the second person,and God 
means the first person in the ‘Lrinity, then 
the expression, “ ‘the word was God,” 
must mean that the second person was the 
first, which overthrows all the theory. 

in our view the fellowing is a far more 
natural, and consistent explanation of the 
passage, and in harmony with all that if ad- 
vanced upon the subject, in other parts of 
Scripture, 

“in the beginning was the word,”i. e. in 
the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
Mark 1, 1, he was constituted the word or 
the medium of conveying the will of God 
tomen. “The woid was with God,” Je- 
sus received a commandment from his fath- 
er what he should say and speak, John 8, 
26, 28, John 12, 49,which entitles his com- 
inunications to faith and obedience. “The 
word was God.” Jesus, by his office as a 
mediater, isGod,or in God’s stead to us ; 
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all divire*communications from the father 
coming through him, and all our access to 
the father being by him, John 1, 16,and 14, 
6. Tocallhim God after having called 
him the word and distinguishing him frem 
God asa person with him, can never be 
justly inter;weted as asserting, that he was 
that God that he was said to be with, is ev- 
ident at first sight ;—norcan it be under- 
stuod as proving equality, for equality ne- 
cessarily supposes two. Jesus also himself 


so explains the term‘ God’ as applicable to 


others besides Jehovah, in Johir 10, as is 
sufficient to satisfy, any candid mind that 
when such aterm is-applied to himself, e- 


‘quality is excluded from it. John, 10, 34, 


395, 30, “ Jesus answered them, is it not 
written in your law, I said ye are God’s if 
he called them God’s, unto whom the word 
of God came, and the scripture cannot be 
broken ; say ye of him whom the Father 
hath sanctified, and sent into the world,th. a 
blasphemest, because [ said I am the son of 
God ? With this clear explanation by Je- 
sus himself how can any one mistake its 
meaning? ‘That the things made by him be- 
lung to the new creation isevident from the 


} passage, “ In him was life, and the life was 


the light of men, and light shineth in dark- 
ness,” &c. ty 13, compared with John 47, 
z, 3, 6. ‘The expression “ The word was. 
made flesh,” upon no principle can be un- 
derstood literally otherwise in opposition to 
the trinitarian views it would be made to 
say, that what was before the second per 

son in the ‘Lrinity, became a@ man—for the 
expression literally taken, does not say that 
the word took a human nature to himself, 
so as to become two distinct natures,and one 
person forever, as they assert. In order to 
uuderstand it aright it ought to be remark- 
ed, that the expression “ was made” is the 
same Greek word which, in ver. 6, is sim- 
ply rendered was. Let it have the same ren- 
dering here, and the meaning will be plain, 
“ The word was flesh, and dwelt among ux, 
and we beheld his giory,” &c. i.e. the 
greatness and glory of Christ, and the 
great things done by him, do not arise from 
and diilerent nature possessed by him, but 
from the greatness of the divine communi- 
cations made to him by the Father, of which, 
said John, we had the fullest evidence,— 
“We saw his glory, the glory as of the on- 
ly begotten of the Father.” 

It has been asserted that, when Jesus 
says, John 10, 30, “ IT and my father are 
one,” that he there asserts his equality to 
his Father, or perhaps, that he is the same 
person or being as the Father. Surely our 
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Lord himself may be allowed to be the best 
expositor of his own words. In-John 47, 
21, 22, 23; addressing his Father in behalf 
of all who should believe on him through 
the word of his apostles, he says, “ That 
they all may be one, as thou Father, art in 
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one 
in us.” “ J in them and thon in me, that 
they may be made perfect in one,” &¢.— 
Does this union consist with the union ofa 
trinitarian ? [s not the union between Christ 
and his Father, the same,as that which shall 
subsist between him and all his faithful fol- 
lowers, when his intercessary prayer is ful- 
ly answered ? and consequently means a 
union of object, aim, and design. 

In the passage referred to as the subject 
of our remarks, the care of the sheep, is 
what Jesus was speaking of, he asserts his 
own care of them, and assures us also that 
the Father had them under his care, who is 
greater than all, then adds, | and my Fa 
ther areone. This manner of speaking ts 
frequent in scripture. Paul speaking of 
himself as the planter, and Apollos as the 





waterer, says, “ He that planteth and he ' 


that watereth are one.” But can any mis- 
understand such expressions ? 

The language of our Lord in reply to 
that question of Philip, “ Shew us the Fath- 
er and it sufficeth,” John 14, 8,9, “ Have 
I been so long time with you, and yet hast 
thou not seen me Philip, he that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father. Believest thou 
not that, I am inthe Father, and the Fath- 
erin me, the words which T speak unto 
you, I speak not of myself, but the Father 
which dwelleth in me he doth the works ;” 
is further urged for the same purpose, 

For understanding this it is onlv neces- 

‘ 4 * he doe rs 
sary to consider,that the Father is the King 
Eternal, Immortal, and Invisible ; that he 
eanonly be seen by his operations, and 
those who heard the words which Jesus 
spake, and saw the works which Jesus did, 
saw all of God which could be seen. .To 


this explanation the words of Jesus corres-, 


pond, © Believest thou not that Tam in the 
Father, and the Father in me,” &c. 

Many seem to think that the term son of 
God, a8 applicd to Jesus, establishes his e- 


quality, and proves that he possesses the | 
upright ; for the end of that man is peace: 


same nature with God. The sense in which 
Jesus is called the son of God, is clearly 
stated in Romans l, 4, * And declared to 
be the son of God, with power, according 
to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection 
fromthe dead,” This passage teaches us, 
that Jesus is the son of God by the spirit of 


holiness; that: he was manifested to be so! 


, 


2 his resurrection from the dead. Acts 15, 
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32, 37, Since believers are called the sons 


! . LOC HWS Lh oa v<7 a) o 
_of'Ged because they resemble him; Mart. 


5, 44, 45, is it not evident that Jesus is his 
soninan eminent degree when he is em. 
phatically culled the express image of his 
person? And as his resurreetion from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, is called 
by Paul, a fulfilment cf the prophesy ;— 
“Thou art my sen; this day have I be. 
gotten thee.” Is it not with the greatest 
propriety that he is called “ The only be- 
gotten of the Father 7” “ The only begot- 
ten from the dead,” &c. “ The first born 
of every creature ;” But all this is quite dif. 
ferent from proving equality. To satisfy 
any candid mind upon this subject fully, let 
him only turn tothe passages where this 
name is used, and see the declaration in 
connection with jt (some ef which I have 
quoted already) and there he will have 
more than sufficicnt evidence to convince 
any candid mind. Among other passaves 
consult the following, John 5,19, 30, Mark 
13,32, Ist Cor. 15, 28. 

Let all remember that it is by the word 
that Jesus has spoken, that we shall be 
judged atthe last day; and that now it 
maketh wise unto salvation all who imbibe 
its truths, bey its precepts, and possess its 
exalted hopes. 

Depication.—-The new Universalist 
Church in Callowhiil-street, was solennly 
dedicated to tie service of Almighty God, 
yesterday, ( Oct. 16,) in the presence of a 
numerous and attentive auditory, assem- 
bled to partigjpate in the holy ordinances 
necessary on the occasion. Br. Abner 
| Kneeland officiated in the dutics of the ce- 
‘remony. A sermon was also delivered by 

Mr. Morse in the evening. The church 
was well filled on both these occasions, and 
not only a solemw, but avery devout alien 
tion was given to the discourses, both of 
afternoon and evening, while an excellent 
quoir of singers added to the scene.—Phil. 


Paper. 








T have seen the wicked in great powe?, 


and spreading himself as a bay tree. Yet 


he passed away, and, lo, he was not. 
Mark the perfect man, and behold the 


The salvation of the righteous is of the 
Lord.—Psalms. 
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